
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WA'l'ER QUALITY CONTROl" BOAnD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 19-153

NPDES NO. CA0004910

WASTE DISC,mRGE REQUIREMENTS FOR'

DOW CHEMICAL COMPANY, U. S. A.,
\'ESTERN DIVISION, PITTSBURG
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region,
hereinafter Board, finds that,

1. Dow Chemical Company, U. S. A., hereinafter called the discharger,
filed an application dated August 2, 1979, and amended by letters
dated September 14, and October 23, 1979, for renewal of NPDES
Permit No. CA0004910 for the discharge of wastes from its chemical
manufacturing plant at Pittsburg. The existing permit expires on
December 17, 1979.

2. 'rhe discharger manufactures chlorine, sodium hydroxide, hydrogen,
latex, mining chemicals and chlorinated solvents by methods defined
respectively, by the Environmental Protection Agency as the diaphragm
cell process, water contact as steam diluent or absorbent processes,
aqueous liquid phase reactions systems and the ABS and SAN resin
product classification. The definitions are set forth in l'itle 40,
Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 414.20, 414.30, 415.60, and
416.80.

a. Waste 001 contains supernatant from the water treatment systems
and is discharged from its storage pond into New York Slough,
after neutralization, through an outfall about 25 feet deep and
approximately 100 feet offshore. Occasionally, treated process
waste is discharged with 'the waste from the water treatment
systems. The average discharge rate is 1.2 million gallons
per day (mgd) with 0.5 mgd from the water treatment system and
0.7 mgd from process waste. The maximum discharge is 2.9 mgd.

b. Waste 002 is the overflow from the water treatment systems and
the stormwater runoff from the plant. l'/aste 002 is discharged
into Kirker Creek about 300 feet upstream from its mouth in
Nev, York Slough. There is no discharge of this waste stream
at t~is point n~" but future discharge is proposed.

3. In April 1975, the Board adopted a \'/ater Quality Control Plan for
the San Francisco Bay (Basin Plan). The Plan contains water quality
objectives for New York Slough and contiguous waters.

4. The beneficial uses of New York Slough and contiguous waters, as
identified in the Basin Plan, are,
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